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Ο αθλητισμός είναι συμμετοχή, είναι αξία. Στεκόμαστε αρωγοί με πράξεις, ενισχύοντας και 

στηρίζοντας αθλητικούς φορείς, σωματεία, ομοσπονδίες και αθλητές του τόπου μας. 

Προάγουμε το “ευ αγωνίζεσθαι”, μια μεγαλιώδη αξία, διαχρονική, εφαρμοσμένη 

σε όλες τις πτυχές της ζωής μας.

ΟΠΑΠ ΚΥΠΡΟΥ. Στίβος µας, η Ζωή!

Αθλητισµός:
ΣΥΜΜΕΤΕΧΟΥΜΕ!



MEDALS X I I I  GSSE CYPRUS 2009

The design of the medals of the XIII Games of the Small States of Europe CYPRUS 2009 has been 
approved and released by the Organising Committee of the Games. Designed by Pericles Christoforides 
(who also designed the logo and mascot of the XIII GSSE), the medals feature the Ship of Kyrenia on the 
front side and the generic GSSE logo on the back.

A total of 320 gold, 320 silver and 330 bronze athlete medals will be produced. A further 2000 
commemorative medals, identical to the bronze competition medals but presented in a blue box 
instead of on a ribbon, will also be produced. Each medal will be 100x57 millimetres on each side and 
5 millimetres thick.

The Medals

A copper ingot (left) from the late Bronze Age (1,400-1,250 B.C.), with handles on each end for carrying. 
This is the shape in which copper was exported from Cyprus.

Copper was extensively exploited, bringing wealth to Cyprus. Trade was developed with the Near East, Egypt 
and the Aegean, where Cyprus was known under the name of Alasia.

After 1400 BC Mycenaeans from Greece first came to the island as merchants. Around 1200 BC, mass waves 
of Achaean Greeks came to settle on the island spreading the Greek language, religion and customs. They 
gradually took control over Cyprus and established the first city-kingdoms of Pafos, Salamis, Kition and 
Kourion. 

Copper Ingot from Cyprus 

The Logo - Concept - The Idea

The Ship of Kyrenia is the oldest, best reserved 
wooden trade ship found in the bottom of the sea 
of Kyrenia. The shipwreck was discovered in 1965 by 
Andreas Kariolou, an aquanaut resident of Kyrenia, 
in a depth of 30 metres.

The ship was assembled inside the Castle of Kyrenia, 
where it is found until today (since 1974 it is occupied 
by the Turkish forces). For Cyprus, the finding and 
salvage of this ancient ship is important historically, 
nationally and not only archaeologically.

This kind of small ships were playing a very 
important role during ancient times. They were 
not only transporting merchandises but were also 
following and supplying the armies like the one of 
Alexander the Great. Apart from that the commercial 
exchanges among different countries were followed 
by the exchange of ideas, philosophies, languages, 
mores and folkways.
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THE SMALL STATES OF EUROPE

The Principality of Andorra, one of the smallest 
countries in the world (468 sq km), lies high in 
the Pyrenees Mountains on the border between 
France and Spain. It is a country of narrow valleys 
and mountain peaks that reach heights of more 
than 2,700m. The principal stream is the Valira River, 
which flows into Spain.

Andorra has a dry, sunny climate. Three or four 
heavy snows fall each year. Winter temperatures at 
Escaldes-Engordany range between -7°C and -1°C. 
In the summer, the valleys are warm during the 
day and cool at night. Temperatures at Escaldes-
Engordany reach 21°C to 27°C.

The capital and largest city of the state is Andorra la 
Vella, with a population of about 23,000.

Andorra is not a full member of the European 
Union, but enjoys a special relationship. The official 
currency is the Euro.

The official language of Andorra is Catalan.

Andorra hosted the Games of the Small States of 
Europe twice, in 1991 and 2005. The country’s best 
finish was at the in Monaco 1987, with a third-place 
ranking overall (11 gold, 13 silver and 4 bronze 
medals).

The Republic of Malta, located in the Mediterranean 
Sea about 93km south of Sicily, consists of the 
islands of Malta, Gozo, and Comino, and the tiny, 
uninhabited islands of Cominotto and Filfla. The 
total land area is 316 square km, of which the area 
of the largest island, Malta, is 246 square km.

The islands consist of low-lying coralline limestone 
plateaus surrounded by impermeable clay slopes. 
The highest point is 239m above sea level. 

The climate is dry and temperate, with a mean 
temperature of 19°C. Winters are moist and mild and 
summers are hot and dry but moderated by ocean 
breezes. Average annual rainfall is about 530mm.

Malta has hosted the Games of the Small States of 
Europe twice, in 1993 and 2003. The Mediterranean 
nation is currently sixth in the overall medals table, 
with its highest ranking of fourth place achieved at 
home in 2003.

Malta is a full member of the E.U. and the official 
languages are Maltese and English. The capital city 
of Malta, the City of Valletta was officially recognised 
as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1980.

Cyprus is an island nation situated in the eastern 
Mediterranean. The country’s capital, located 
centrally on the island, is Nicosia. Since 1974, the 
northern part of the country has been occupied by 
Turkish troops and Nicosia remains, to this day, the 
last divided city in Europe.

Much of the land is a flat, treeless but fertile plain 
located in the interior and extending from coast 
to coast. Called the Mesaoria, from “between the 
mountains” in Greek, it is bordered on the north 
and south by mountain ranges, the Troodos and 
Kyrenia. The Kyrenia Range, in the north, parallels 
the coastline, extending into the Karpas Peninsula 
to the east. Its highest elevation is 1,019m. The 
rugged Troodos Mountains cover most of the 
south-western area of the island. Part of this range 
is thickly forested. Mount Olympus, its highest peak, 
rises 1,952 meters, the highest point on the island. 

Cyprus has a typical mediterranean climate with hot, 
dry summers and a cool, rainy season extending from 
October to March. The mean annual temperature is 
21°C, but temperatures can sometimes exceed 38°C 
in the Mesaoria Plain during the summer. The annual 
rainfall averages less than 500mm. Snow falls high 
in the Troodos Mountains during the winter.

Cyprus joined the European Union on 1 May 2004 
and joined the eurozone on 1 January 2008, making 
the euro national currency. The official languages of 
Cyprus are Greek and Turkish.

Since first taking part in the Olympic Games as an 
independent nation in 1980, Cyprus has never won 
an Olympic medal. However, Ioannis Frangoudis, 
competing for Greece, won the muzzle-loading 
pistol competition at the first modern Olympic 
Games, in Athens in 1896. Later in the competition, 
Frangoudis added a silver in the Free Rifle Three 
Positions event, plus a bronze in the Free Pistol 
event.

Several Cypriot athletes are included on inscriptions 
of winners of the Ancient Olympic Games, when 
participation was limited to athletes of Hellenic 
origin.

Cyprus is hosting the Games of the Small States 
of Europe for the second time, following the very 
successful 1989 edition. Throughout the history of 
the competition, Cyprus has been amongst the top 
contenders for medals, topping the rankings four 
times in 12 editions-including the last three Games 
of 2003, 2005 and 2007.

CYPRUS

MALTAANDORRA

Iceland

Malta

San MarinoMonaco

Liechtenstein

Luxembourg

Andorra
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The Republic of Iceland is an island in the North 
Atlantic Ocean, 320 km east of Greenland and 1050 
km west of Norway. It is about 305 km from north 
to south and about 485 km from east to west, with 
an area of 102,950 km2. It lies just below the Arctic 
Circle.

A large plateau covers most of the island, dropping 
sharply to grassy lowlands along the coast.

The plateau is a rugged, barren area about 750 m 
above sea level. Hvannadalshnúkur (2119 m) is the 
highest summit. The entire area is highly volcanic, 
with a number of active volcanoes, hot springs and 
geysers. On the other hand, glaciers cover one-
eighth of the land, with a thickness of over 1 km 
in places. The largest of these, Vatnajokull, covers 8 
456 km2. Glaciers have cut deep fjords in the coast. 
There are numerous small lakes and small but swift-
flowing rivers.

Despite it high latitude, Iceland has a relatively 
mild climate due to the northern extension of the 
Gulf Stream. Summers are mild and the winters 
cool. The mean annual temperature at the capital, 
Reykjavik, is about 5° C, with a range from -1° C in 
January to 11° C in July. The city gets about 760 mm 
of precipitation a year, but some of Iceland’s interior 
mountains receive up to 4,570 mm a year. High 
winds are prevalent during the winter season.

Iceland has won three Olympic medals since its first 
participation in 1908. Vilhjalmur Einarsson finished 
second in the men’s triple jump in 1956 and judoka 
Bjarni Fridriksson won a bronze in the 86-95kg. class 
in 1984. In Sydney 2000, Vala Flosadottir became 
the first Icelandic woman to win an Olympic medal, 
when she took bronze in the pole vault.

Iceland hosted the Games of the Small States of 
Europe once in the past, in 1997. The Nordic country 
has topped the medals rankings in eight of the 12 
previous editions and leads the overall standings in 
the number of gold medals won (although trailing 
Cyprus in the grand total).

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, located in western 
Europe, is bordered by Belgium to the north and 
west, Germany to the east, and France to the south. 
It has an area of 2,586 square km.

Topographically, the northern two-thirds of 
Luxembourg are part of the Ardennes plateau, 
shared with Germany and Belgium. The land is hilly 
with low mountains, cut through by river valleys. 
The southern part is a rolling plateau with level 
river valleys called the Bon Pays, and is the most 
important agricultural region. The Attert, Alzette, 
Moselle, and Sure rivers flow through the country.

Most of Luxembourg has a cool, moist climate typical 
of north central Europe. The average temperature 
in the city of Luxembourg is about 0°C in January 
and about 17°C in July. Rainfall varies from about 
1,000mm a year in south-western Luxembourg to 
from 303mm to 400mm a year in the south-east.

Luxembourg has won a single Olympic gold medal 
since first appearing in the Games in 1900. In 1952 
Josy Barthel set an Olympic record of 3:45.1 in 
the 1500m. to clinch first place in the race. Earlier, 
Joseph Alzin had won a weightlifting silver in 
1920 in Antwerp, to become Luxembourg’s first 
ever Olympic medallist. However, Michel Theato, 
competing for France at the 1900 Olympic Games, 
was discovered to be Luxembourgish several 
decates after his achievement. Theato won in the 
marathon at the Paris Games and his medal is still 
credited to France by the International Olympic 
Committee.

Luxembourg hosted the Games of the Small States 
of Europe in 1995 and has proved highly consistent 
in the medals rankings, never dropping below 
third place in the 12 editions so far--and on four 
occasions rising to second place. The Grand Duchy 
is also third in the overall rankings, although too far 
behind second place (Cyprus) and too far ahead of 
fourth place (Monaco). 

The Principality of Liechtenstein, located in central 
Europe, is bordered to the east by Austria and to the 
south, west, and north by Switzerland. It has a total 
area of only 160 square km.

The Rhine River flows along the western edge 
of Liechtenstein. A narrow strip of flat farmland 
lies next to the river. The snow-topped foothills 
of the Alps cover most of the country’s eastern 
and southern sections, rising to over 2,400m. The 
mountain slopes are covered with pine forests and 
fine grazing meadows.

Liechtenstein has a mild climate. Average 
temperatures range from -1°C in January to 21°C 
in July. The average annual precipitation is about 
1,000mm.

Liechtenstein hosted the Games of the Small States 
of Europe in 1999, upon the completion of the 
first round of organisers and is also next in line to 
organise the XIV Games in 2011. Liechtenstein’s best 
ever ranking was in 1995 in Luxembourg, when the 
Principality climbed to fourth place in the medals 
table. Still, Liechtenstein has not been able to avoid 
the last place in the overall table, trailing Andorra by 
two gold medals.

The capital city is Vaduz and the official language is 
German.

The Principality of Monaco is the smallest in size 
of the Small States of Europe, covering a total 
area of less than 2 square kilometres. With just 
over 32.000 inhabitants, Monaco is Europe’s most 
densely populated country. Monaco is located on 
the Mediterranean Sea, surrounded by France on all 
other sides.

Monaco, which hosted the Games of the Small States 
of Europe twice (1987 and 2007) ranks fourth in the 
all-time medals table of the Games-just behind the 
“Big Powers”, Iceland, Cyprus and Luxembourg.

Monaco enjoys a Mediterranean climate, with mild, 
wet winters and hot, dry summers.

The Most Serene Republic of San Marino is a landlocked 
enclave in central Italy, totally surrounded by its big 
neighbour on the foothills of the Apennines, near the 
Adriatic coast. It is the least populated of the Small 
States of Europe, with just 29,000 inhabitants.

San Marino hosted the inaugural Games of the Small 
States of Europe in 1985. The GSSE returned there again 
in 2001. San Marino is fifth the all-time GSSE medals 
table, with a total of 236.

San Marino has a Mediterranean climate, with mild to 
cool winters and warm, sunny summers.

San Marino is the oldest sovereign state and 
constitutional republic in the world, having been 
founded on 3 September 301.

MONACO

ICELAND LUXEMBOURG

LIECHTENSTEIN

SAN MARINO

Cyprus

The small countries of Europe 
are defined, for purposes of 
participating in the Games of the 
Small States of Europe, as those 
whose population is under one 
million. There are currently eight 
countries meeting this criterion 
and eligible to participate in 
the GSSE. The Faroe Islands, 
although recognised by FIFA, 
the governing body of football, 
do not have a separate Olympic 
Committee. Montenegro, whose 
National Olympic Committee was 
recognised in 2007, has already 
requested to join the GSSE.
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Dear Friends, 

One hundred (100)  days (to be precise one hundred 
and one) before the opening ceremony of the 
XIII Games of the Small States of Europe (GSSE), 
who based on population size order are: Cyprus, 
Luxemburg, Malta, Iceland, Andorra, Liechtenstein, 
Monaco and San Marino. 

Twenty (20) years after the III GSSE in 1989, 
organized here in Cyprus and only 138 days  since 
the 2nd of October, 2008 when the current Executive 
Committee of the Cyprus Olympic Committee 
(Cyprus-NOC), undertook the organizational task 
and only 105 days since the day (5/11/09) that the 
joint session of the Organizational Committee of the 
Games (joint session of the Executive Committee 
Cyprus-NOC and of the Administrative Board of 
Cyprus Sport Organization), examined the issues of 
the XIII GSSE, we are here in front of you to give a 
full report of what has been carried out until today 
and what has to be concluded by the 1st of June, 
2009, day of the opening ceremony of the Games. 
Moreover we are here to present our expectations 
for the Games which shall end on 6/6/09.

Expectations:

I. Our expectations are widely known; however 
I underline the first one; that our team conquers 
the first classification position in medals, as it has 
been the case in the III GSSE, in 1989. We owe it 
to Cyprus and to the Cypriot citizens; we owe it 
to the new generation. It is a merit of our front 
sportsmen, of our champions; it is a merit of our 
secondary sportsmen, of our technicians and 
clericals, of our sports fans. In addition, it is a 
merit of our sport sponsors, of our State, of the 
Ministry of Education and Culture and of the CSO 
(Cyprus Sport Organization) that support sports 
and in particular the specialized preparation of 
the athletes.

This is our primary goal, and it does not allow us 
to settle for anything less.

We are investing in victories, in order to forge a 
spiritual bond with the sport supporting public 
and to invite young people into our arenas where 
they will be fortified against bad habits and other 
dismissive activities.

II. Our second expectation is a massive 
attendance of the sport supporting public at the 
Games in order to support our athletes as well as 

those of the guest states, to applause the winners 
and award them with a worthy praise and 
demonstrate at the same time an Olympic sport 
spirit and a high level of civilization. Thus, our 
fans shall prove that in our country, sport is not 
restricted within the tracks and the fields but it is 
also extended from the tier to everyone’s home 
as a common acquisition, value and idea. 

III. Thirdly, we expect that all athletes will attain 
the very highest performances as a means to a 
greater promotion to sports emphasizing that 
with these attainments we can exceed our limits.

IV. Last but not least, we wish to host honest, clean 
and in the spirit of fair play competitions without 
any incidents of false records or false victories. We 
do our best to reach this expectation as well.

CELEBRATION AND GAMES’ EVE CELEBRATION

The Games, from the 1st until the 6th of June, will 
be a celebration; but there will also be a celebrating 
ceremony on the Games’ eve; the celebration will 
be of a sportive, educative and cultural character 
because we consider sports to be education and 
culture as well.

I. On the Games’ eve, Sunday 31st of May, 2009, 
there will be a unique event to celebrate the 35 
years since Cyprus-NOC’s foundation and 30 years 
since its accreditation by the IOC  (International 
Olympic Committee). 

The Cyprus-NOC was founded 35 years ago, on 
the 10th of June, 1974 whilst it was accredited by 
the IOC 30 years ago, on the 10th of April, 1979.

The way of honoring these two anniversaries will 
be revealed on the press conference that will be 
held in this premise on the 10th of April, 2009, 
opening day of the events. 

Today we will only inform you that there will 
be a big and glamorous reception given for the 
celebration as it is worth for such an event. The 
events for the 30th and the 35th anniversary of 
Cyprus-NOC will be concluded on the 10th of 
June, 2009.

II. The parallel celebrating events will also integrate 
the Session of the Board of the International Fair 
Play Committee (CIFP- organization officially 
recognized by the IOC) that will be hosted here 
in Cyprus. The Session will be held during the 
weekend 30th -31st of June, 2009. 

In the context of this Session, the CIFP will give 
the Fair Play Awards 2007-08.

III. These celebrating events will also include the 
premiere of the Cyprus- NOC’s Art Choir, with an 
Olympic and local cultural repertoire. In addition, 
there will be presented a choral orchestral play, 
titled “Kinyra’s Myth”. 

IV. On the 1st of June, 2009, before the opening 
ceremony of the Games, upon the invitation 
of the Minister of Education and Culture of the 
Republic of Cyprus, an informal conference of 
European Ministers responsible for Sport and 
of the Presidents of the Olympic Committees of 
the Small States of Europe will be held. The CSO 
(Cyprus Sport Organization) has undertaken the 
organization of the conference.

V. Invitations to attend the Games and the parallel 
celebrating events will be sent out respectively 
and in accordance with the diplomatic habits, to 
the Foreign Ministers, to the Heads of State and 
Government of all the Small States of Europe.

VI. On the 1st of June, 2009, a seminar on sport 
psychology will be held, organized in cooperation 
with the Scientific Group of FAST  (Forum of 
Applied Sport Psychology in Top-sport).

HOSPITALITY

In the context of the Games, we wish to promote 
the education, culture and identity of Cyprus to all 
our foreign friends.

Guided by the words of poet Odysseas Elytis “When 
Greece is taken apart, you are left with a vineyard, a 
boat and an olive tree. This means that with these 
three you can rebuild it” we conclude that this 
absolutely also applies to Cyprus.

For this reason our foreign friends will see as the 
XIII GSSE emblem or trademark the ship. They will 
receive a collectors bottle of the main product of 
vineyard harvest the wine, and an olive oil-based 
scent in an ancient container copy, prepared 
by an ancient recipe as salvaged and found in a 
hieroglyphic scripture. The recipe was duplicated 
and given to us as a gift by a friend of Cyprus, Dr. 
Maria Rosario Belcharno.

In ancient times, this was the scented oil with which 
the athletes used to smear their bodies before the 
Games.

In addition, the guests will know about the wild 
olive wreath with which the winners were crowned 
in ancient times.

Needless to mention, that Cyprus and especially the 
sport events’ host cities, in cooperation with their 
municipalities, will be decorated with flags and 
beautified in accordance with the celebrations.

PARTICIPATION

We should underline that our supporters and 
participants in the organizational efforts are the 
athletes, the numerous volunteers and the sport 
supporting public of our island.

The President of the Republic of Cyprus, who 
kindly accepted to be the Head of the Honorary 
Committee of the Games, emphasized that the 
Games are “the Games of Cyprus”, therefore 
the support and participation of the State is 
granted. 

The Governmental bodies that are active and 
specialized contributors to the organization of 
the Games are:

The Ministry of Education and Culture, as well 
as the Minister himself, will support the parallel 
cultural events and will facilitate volunteering 
teachers and students.
 
The Ministry of Defence and the Minister himself 
will provide material and personnel.
The Ministry of Health and the Minister himself 
will provide facilitations services such as 
ambulances, material and personnel.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRES IDENT OF THE CYPRUS OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
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The Ministry of Justice and Public Order and the 
Minister as well as the Police and its Chief, have 
undertaken the security of the Games and of 
our guests.

Other supporters are the rest of the Ministers 
who are willing to contribute to any 
required issues that are within their fields of 
competence.

I have left for last the CSO, since our effort is 
collective and the Organizing Committee of the 
Games consists of both the Executive Council of 
the Cyprus-NOC and the Administrative Board 
of the CSO.

Our efforts are also supported by our sponsors, without 
which their additional assistance, the XIII GSSE as well 
as the parallel to them events could not have been 
carried out as planned. The sponsors mentioned below 
provide either financial or material sponsorship: 

Top Institutional Sponsor:  
The bloodline of sports in Cyprus, OPAP Ltd 
with a multidimensional financial and otherwise 
contribution.

Institutional Sponsors: 
Bank of Cyprus, Cyprus Tourism Organization, 
CYTA (Cyprus Telecommunications Authority), 
SPE of Strovolos, PEAK.

Golden Sponsors: 
Coca-Cola, Duracell.

Silver Sponsor: 
Gillette.

Bronze Sponsors: 
Electricity Authority of Cyprus, Cyprus Airways.

Official Supporters: 
FA Shower Gel, ETKO Winery.

We will be able to announce 
additional sponsors very soon.

PRESENTATION/PROMOTION

The promotion and presentation programme of 
the Games is supported by:

1st – the Cyprus-NOC official website, 
www.olympic.org.cy

2nd _ the XIII GSSE official website , 
www.cyprus2009.org.cy

3rd_ the electronic and printed journal 
(can be found on the XIII GSSEE website), issued 
on a monthly basis until May, on a weekly basis 
during May and daily from 1-7 of June.

Other collaborators of the Organization of 
the Games are:

The Shoinis and Papadopoulos productions 
Ltd, that undertook the opening and closing 
ceremony.

Delema Ltd, that undertook the sponsor’s and 
promotion’s programme.

LTV that undertook the television production 
of the Games

RIK (Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation) that 
undertook the live and satellite broadcasting of 
the sporting events.

It is noted that all the actions taken for the main 
and parallel events of the XIII GSSE are exclusively 
under the supervision of the Cyprus-NOC, which is 
much more different than assigning the supervision 
to others. 

ORGANISATION

Finally I make reference to those who are responsible 
for the realization of this great project. 

The Honorary Committee:
Demetris Christofias  - President
President of the Republic of Cyprus
Ouranios Ioannides- Vice President
President of the Cyprus NOC
Andreas Demetriou – Member
Minister of Education and Culture
Nicos Kartakoullis – Member
President of the Cyprus Sport Organisation
Eleni Mavrou- Member
Mayor of Nicosia
Andreas Christou- Member
Mayor of Limassol

Organizational Committee:

1.Executive Board Cyprus-NOC
(National Olympic Committee)
2.Administrative Board – CSO
(Cyprus Sport Organisation)

And the other officers taking charge in this task are:

Management Consultants of the Games
General Advisor - Dinos Michaelides
General Coordinator - Olga Piperidou
Assistant coordinators - Kalli Hadjioosif, Michalis 
Krashias, Nicos Megalemos and Petros Patsias.

Mr. Charalambos Lottas who is the General 
Secretary of Cyprus-NOC, is the Head of Secretariat 
and Mr. Damianos Hadjidamianou, treasurer of 
Cyprus-NOC is the Chief Financial Officer.

MASS MEDIA

I would also like to thank the Cyprus News 
Association, the Mass Media and every press officer 
that with their presence here today honor and 
support the XIII GSSE; therefore we invite you and 
expect you to embrace our vision of winning the 

bet that the organization of the Games will exceed 
every expectation. Because the Games belong to 
all of us; because they are the Games of our Cyprus. 
We should give a message of self-confidence to our 
people, to our foreign friends  and to all over the 
world; that despite the adverse conditions afflicting 
our island for decades, we still live, we still act, we 
create and we can achieve the impossible.

For we are realists, we demand the impossible; and 
this we achieve it. But because we talk of sporting 
events, I would like the spotlights now to focus 
on the stars, the athletes. They should be the ones 
placed in the foreground for they are the Games, 
they are the Sports.

Hon.Prof.Ouranios Ioannides
President of Cyprus NOC
President of the XIII GSSE CYPRUS 2009 
Games Organising Committee

AT THE PRESS  CONFERENCE “100 DAYS TO GO” 20 FEBRUARY 2009,OLYMPIC HOUSE,  N ICOSIA
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CYPRUS VOLLEYBALL FEDERATION

CYPRUS TABLE TENNIS FEDERATION

CYPRUS BASKETBALL FEDERATION
CYPRUS CYCLING FEDERATION

CYPRUS SWIMMING FEDERATIONCYPRUS JUDO TAEKWONDO FEDERATION

Jordan (Nakis) Michaelides
President of the Cyprus Cycling Federation
On behalf of the Cyprus Cycling Federation, I am 
conveying to you a warm and cordial welcome to the 
European Small States Games to be held in Cyprus 
next June. As the authority responsible for organising 
the cycling races included in the Games’ program 
we will do our utmost to organise a first-class games 
for athletes and delegates alike. We wholeheartedly 
believe that your stay as well as your participation 
in the Games will be a most memorable one. Do join 
us in this festival of youth and sports. Whilst looking 
forward to your participation and wishing you every 
possible success in the Games, I remain.

Marios Athanasiades
Athlete 
I’m looking forward for the Games of the Small States 
of Europe where my objective is to win the gold medal 
or at least a place in the pedestal. Our preparation is 
going very well as it seems from the results of the first 
international races where we participated 2 weeks 
ago.

Damianos Hadjidamianou
President of the Cyprus Volleyball Federation
The Games of the Small States of Europe have always 
been a special organisation for Cyprus Volleyball. Our 
leading role in these Games does not concern only 
the competitive part and the effort for distinction. It 
has always been and continues to be a celebration 
of friendship and respect to the athletes and officials 
from the other countries. We promise that we will strive 
to promote our traditional Cypriot hospitality and 
ensure that the Games are crowned with success in all 
aspects. We are particularly hopeful that the volleyball 
and beach volleyball will have an intense presence in 
the 13th Games of the Small States of Europe with an 
attendance surpassing 200 individuals.

Eleni Michail 
Athlete
The organisation of Games of the Small Nations of 
Europe in Cyprus is a huge challenge for us all. For the 
athletes, the biggest bet is success in the competition 
and we want to believe that the national men’s and 
women’s volleyball teams and beach volleyball teams 
will be ready for the challenges they face. It is also 
of utmost importance that we present our national 
problem to our visiting friends from other countries 
The logo of the Games the Kyrenia ship and our mascot 
Tefkros the Dove which symbolizes peace, can send an 
exceptional message to all.

Panicos Prokopiou
President of the Cyprus Swimming Federation
Cyprus is hosting the XIII Games of Small states 
of Europe this year. Our goal is to get the athletes 
of different nations together and promote clean 
competition and fair play. We want our stadiums to be 
full of spectators supporting the athletes’ efforts and 
in return the athletes would be doing their best to have 
good performances in their events. Cyprus swimming 
federation will be competing with their best team so 
far and it is expected from all our athletes to receive 
many medals and break lots of records.

Anna Stylianou
Athlete
One of the most important sport events will be hosted 
by our country the following summer. The Games of the 
Small States of Europe is a competition in which Cyprus 
has been playing a leading role in all sports, proving 
that it can be competitive at any level. Traditionally, 
Cyprus has been winning many medals at the GSSE 
and it will be very important for all the athletes to 
compete in sport venues in this summer that will be full 
of spectators. From our side, the Cypriot swimmers, we 
are committed to give our maximum efforts in order 
to honour and glorify our country at the Games once 
more. May all support this new challenge we face, in 
order to win once again.

Georgios A. Chrysostomou
President of the Cyprus Swimming Federation
It gives me great pleasure to welcome all the teams of 
the Small Countries of Europe on behalf of the Cyprus 
Basketball Federation. Our intention is to organize 
these Games for the Small States of Europe in a true 
Greek Olympic spirit. I welcome the players and 
officials of all federations in our beautiful island and 
I wish them a pleasant stay and best of luck. I believe 
that there are numerous reasons for visiting Cyprus in 
the future.

Jojo Garcia
Athlete
It is an honour and privilege to represent Cyprus as an 
athlete. There should be a lot of enthusiasm in Cyprus 
because the Games are being held here in our home. It 
will give a chance for our country to come and support 
our athletes. I look forward to top performances from 
all Cypriot athletes so that we can celebrate the first 
place as a country here at home.

Andreas Georgiou
President of Cyprus Table Tennis Federation
On behalf of Cyprus Table Tennis Association, Ι would 
like to express my satisfaction on the fact that Table 
Tennis is included on the games of the Small States 
ofEurope that are going to take place in Cyprus. Ι wish 
all the happiness and luck to our athletes who are 
participating in these games and especially to the 
athletes of Table Tennis. Ι am certain that these games 
will offer excitement to the fans of all participating 
countries and illustrate for one more time the principles 
of “Όlympίsm” and “Athletism” in general

Andreas Tziambos
Athlete
Games of the Small States of Europe is one of the most 
important competitions for our Association and is a 
big honour for every athlete to participate in such a 
competition. In Cyprus it will be my 4th participation 
(after San Marino 2001, Malta 2003 and Andorra 
2005). The programme of the games is very exhausting 
because we are going to have more than 3 matches 
every day for a week. We have to be well prepared in 
order to overcome this programme with success. As 
Cyprus Table Tennis Association we have won a lot 
of medals in both men and women events since the 
introduction of Table Tennis in these games. Our aim 
for the upcoming games is to take as more medals as 
we can and a special motive is the fact that the games 
will take place in our home. Hope to see you all there.

Charalambos Makrides 
President of the Cyprus 
Judo Taekwondo Federation
Ι am very optimistic with the Judo athletes (6 male, 5 
female) of my Federation for the Games of the Small 
States of Europe. Ι would like to wish to all of them and 
to my friends of the Executive Council of the Cyprus 
National Olympic Committee and to my athletes and 
coaches good luck and all the best.

Andreas Krashias
Athlete - Judo
Ι am not absolutely sure if Ι wiII be able to represent 
my country at the Games of the Small States of Europe 
owing to the injury Ι had recently. Ι would like to wish 
good luck to all my friends athletes of the Cyprus Judo 
National Team and to the National Judo Coaches of 
Cyprus Mr Skouroumounis and Mr Spyrou.

CYPRUS NATIONAL SPORT FEDERATIONS
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CYPRUS GYMNASTICS FEDERATION CYPRUS SHOOTING SPORT FEDERATION CYPRUS TENNIS FEDERATION

CYPRUS AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

CYPRUS YACHTING ASSOCIATION

Savvas Matsas 
President of the Cyprus Gymnastics Federation
Sports bring together the nations and upgrade 
cooperation friendship and understanding among 
them.
The Cyprus Gymnastics Federation welcomes to Cyprus 
all the delegations of the participants’ countries and 
wish to all of you every success and a pleasant stay in 
our country.

 Irodotos Georgallas
Athlete – Artistic Gymnastics
I would like to express my acknowledgements to 
Cyprus NOC and CSO (Cyprus Sport Organisation) 
that gave me the opportunity to compete to the small 
counties European competition that take place in 
Cyprus. I promised that I will do my best, to make all of 
you proud for our participation to this competition.  

Antonios Dracos
President of the Cyprus 
Amateur Athletic Association
The Games of the Small States of Europe return this 
June to Cyprus for their 13th Session. Those of us who 
took part at the staging of the Games in 1989 look 
forward to another great competition which will set 
new standards and promote the future of the Games. 
We in the Cypriot Athletics welcome the athletes of 
the Small States and promise to offer them the best of 
competition.

Kyriakos Ioannou
Athlete
With our participation at the XIII Games of the Small 
States of Europe we aim to contribute to the success of 
the Games and help Cyprus once again to win the top 
positing in the Medals Table. 

Demetris Lordos 
President of the Cyprus Shooting Sport Federation
We are very glad to host for the second time, the 
Games of the Small States of Europe and welcome 
to Cyprus once more, our numerous friends from the 
eight participating nations. The Cyprus Shooting Sport 
Federation has a vast experience in the organization 
of major shooting events and once more will put its 
efforts at the utmost level to offer to all the participants 
a successful and an enjoyable competition.

George Achilleos
Athlete Skeet shooter
We look forward to meet in Cyprus our shooting 
friends from the Small States of Europe and once more 
share with them unforgettable and enjoyable sporting 
moments. In the meantime we are preparing very 
intensively to meet the challenge of the competition 
this coming June and fight in the spirit of ‘fair play’ for 
the medals.  

Philios Christodoulou
President of the Cyprus Tennis Federation
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the 
National Tennis Centre in Nicosia, which is proudly 
hosting the XIII Games of the Small States of Europe. 
The Olympic spirit dictates that events like this one 
are always unique for the participating countries. 
For us in Cyprus, the Games of the Small States of 
Europe are built into our tennis history culture since 
our very first participation in the event, in 1985. The 
first participation of our home country in the Games 
in 1985 was definitely a historic landmark for the 
years which followed. Cypriot Tennis Fans were given 
the opportunity to attend high quality tennis in their 
own country, following their National Team. It is well 
known amongst all tennis players that this event is 
considered to be very prestigious, but at the same 
time important, with a high level degree of difficulty 
involved. We would like to warmly welcome all the 
athletes and their delegations. We are sure that all 
tennis players will exhibit their highest level of tennis 
skills in an attempt to secure the medals for their home 
country, always in the spirit of fair play. 

Photos Kallias
Athlete
It is a great honour for me to participate in the Cyprus 
Squad of players, representing our country, during the 
XIII Games of the Small States of Europe. In favour of 
the Olympic spirit, all participating players consider 
such events as of great importance and a unique 
opportunity to compete against the other seven 
Nations’ top tennis players, always in the spirit of fair 
play. On behalf of the whole team of Cyprus Tennis, 
we look forward to a successful representation of our 
country in the Games and we are sure that these games 
will remain memorable for us. I wish to all the foreign 
players a warm stay in our beautiful island, enjoy the 
games, and look forward in meeting everybody at the 
National Tennis Centre.

Dr Panayiotis Kontides
President of the Cyprus Yachting Association
Sailing is becoming slowly one of the top sports in 
Cyprus. Cyprus Yachting Association is delighted and 
looking forward to organise the Sailing Event of the 
Games of the Small States of Europe 2009 and we are 
sure that competitors and team members will enjoy 
their stay in Limassol, the Games, have great sailing 
and fun.

Pavlos Kontides
Athlete
It’s my first time taking part in the Games of the Small 
States of Europe, which is an event of great importance 
for our country. I will do my best to win the Gold Medal 
and I very much hope that some of my teammates will 
also get some medals. In the last years sailing is rapidly 
developing in Cyprus and I am very glad that I am part 
of this development and hope that other children will 
follow.
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