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Evaggelos Diamantides technical director with the GSSE Delegates at the
Park of Machairas, which will host the Mountain Bike event of the games

M

embers of the GSSE Technical Commission and
Heads of Delegations concluded a whirlwind inspection visit
to venues and hotels that will host
events and teams in two months time
during the XIII Games of the Small
States of Europe CYPRUS 2009. “I
thank you for your cooperation and
hope that this will continue, not
only until this year’s Games, but beyond them in the future,” said Cyprus
Olympic Committee President Ouranios Ioannides in his address to the
delegates during a farewell dinner at
the Limassol Sailing Club, Saturday
evening.
Previously, the GSSE delegates had
visited the venues of “Eleftheria” Indoor Hall (Basketball), “Lefkotheon”
Indoor Hall (Judo), National Tennis
Centre, “Evangelos Florakis” Multipurpose Hall (Table Tennis), University of Cyprus (Volleyball), GSP Sports
Complex (Ceremonies and Athletics),
Olympic Shooting Range, “Spyros
Kyprianou” Sports Centre (Gymnastics), the National Park of Machairas
(Μountain Bike), Limassol Swimming
Pool and Limassol Sailing Centre
(Sailing and Beach Volleyball).
At each venue the sport’s Technical
Director was present to brief the delegates on operational details and show
them around, as well as answer any
queries and note remarks and recommendations

Technical Director of Athletics Antonis Georgallides shows the Athletics venue to the GSSE delegates

Judo Technical Director, Phivos
Christou, with GSSE delegates

Snap shot from the visit of the delegates at
“Evangelos Florakis” Multipurpose Hall
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Sponsorship Contracts
Signed With Duracell,
Gillette and ETKO

FIVB Delegate Inspects
XIII GSSE Volleyball
Facilities

T

he participation in the sponsorship programme of the XIII Games
of the Small States of Europe became official, Monday, for Duracell batteries, Gillette Blue III shaving razors and
ETKO Wineries, as the companies that
represent the products in Cyprus signed
contracts with the Organising Committee of the Games during a special ceremony at Olympic House.
Duracell batteries is a Gold sponsor
and Gillette Blue ΙΙΙ is silver, according
to the agreement which was signed by
Ouranios Ioannined, the president of the
Cyprus Olympic Committee, and Vasso
Vassileiou, the Managing Director of
Innovation-Leo Burnett, the company
that promotes the products in Cyprus.

Contracts were also signed Monday
with ETKO Wineries, which were represented by Managing Director Demetres
Hadjipavlou. ETKO Wineries are a supporter of the XIII GSSE.
Mr Ioannides expressed his gratitude
to the sponsors of CYPRUS 2009 and
assured all that every effort will be made
to ensure a sincere and bidirectional
cooperation which will result in both the
promotion of the products and the success of the Games.

Coca-Cola Named Gold Sponsor of CYPRUS 2009

T

he Coca-Cola company and the
Cyprus Olympic Committee announced their cooperation today
for the XIII Games of the Small States of
Europe CYPRUS 2009. During a press
conference at the Olympic House, COC
president, Ouranios Ioannides, stressed
that Coca-Cola was the first company to
sign a partnership with the Cyprus Olympic Committee, a repeat of the cooperation between the two twenty years
ago when Cyprus first hosted the GSSE.
Mr Ioannides made special reference
to the role of sponsors in sports since
antiquity and throughout the ages,
pointing out that traditionally the four
groups that have direct involvement in
sporting competitions are the athletes,
the sponsors, the spectators and the
commentators. “These four groups combine to form the unbreakable bond
which through the ages has linked the
past with the present and have retained
the thread of sports unbroken in time,”
said Mr Ioannides.
“We present today Coca-Cola, our
gold sponsor, because they support the
presence of Cyprus in the international
sporting arena. From the bottom of our
hearts we thank the Coca-Cola company
and its Commercial Director, Constantinos Yiorkatzis, and we would like to
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Achilleas Mavromatis, the delegate of
the International Volleyball Federation
for the XIII Games of the Small States of
Europe expressed his full satisfaction with
the preparations so far for the indoor
volleyball competition of the event,
following an inspection visit, here. Mr
Mavromatis, a Greek lawyer and member
of the FIVB Legal Commission, visited the
venue of the indoor volleyball competition
at the University of Cyprus campus in
Nicosia, accompanied by Giorgos Doritιs,
representative of the Cyprus Volleyball
Federation responsible for the National
Teams.
“After all I have seen, I’m sure we will
have an excellent competition,” said Mr
Mavromatis at the end of his visit.

Swimming Test Event
completed successfully
in Limassol
assure them that we will do our utmost
for the best possible utilisation of the
sponsorship and for the promotion of
the company in the market,” added Mr
Ioannides.
On behalf of the the Coca-Cola company, Mr Yiorkatzis stressed that the GSSE
sponsorship is part of the long-standing
policy of the company to support sports.
“The Coca-Cola company is the oldest of
the supporters of the International Olympic Committee, with a partnership that
goes back 76 years,” said the representative of the company. “Coca-Cola and the
sports drink Powerade will be present at
the XIII GSSE in an effort to emphasise
the importance of fair play, of team effort, of joy, of competition and of respect
to cultural differences as necessary aspects of life.”
Combined with other promotional activites, the sponsorship of Coca-Cola for
the XIII GSSE will reach €140,000.

Following its renovation, The Swimming
Pool of Limassol has succesfully hosted
an International Youth Meeting on 4 and
5 April. The meeting, involved swimmers
from seven countries and was a test
event for the XIII Games of the Small
States of Europe, which will be held in
the same venue.
The event included participants from
Cyprus, Greece, Portugal, Poland, Israel,
Switzerland and Brazil born in 1993/94
(boys) and 1995/96 (girls).
Delegates and Heads of Delegations
from the GSSE countries, visited the
Swimming Pool during the International
Meeting on the 4th of April.
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President of Hellenic Olympic
Committee was Briefed
on the XII GSSE Cyprus 2009

Technical commission and Chefs
de Mission Conclude in Nicosia

Spyros Capralos - Ouranios Ioannides
The assurance that the Cyprus NOC and the
Hellenic NOC follow a common course was given
by the president of the Cyprus Olympic Committe
Mr Ournios M. Ioannides and the President of the
Hellenic Olympic Committee Mr Spyros Capralos
on friday the 20th of March aftrenoon during a
private visit of the Greek Presdient in Cyprus. The
meeting was held at the Cyprus NOC offices at the
Olympic House between the two presidents and
the Members of the Cyprus Olympic Executive
Commitee. During a special meeting of the
Executive Committee Mr Capralos stated ‘’like so
many years in the past Cyprus and Greece have a
joint course. the same joint course will be folloed
between the two National Olympic Committees’’
During the meeting the two parties exhanged
ideas and views about the Olympic Movement in
Cyprus and confirmed their willingness for a closer
collaboraton at all levels. Both parties discussed
thorougly ways to cooperate closer together
especially in issues related to the Olympic Academy,
the dissimination of olympic ideals and the
participation in International sport competitions
where the need for streamlining their efforts is
needed.
A closer collaboration between the two NOCs
will make all greeks all over the world feel more
proud said the president of the Cyprus NOC Mr
Ouranios M. Ioannides while Mr Capralos expressed
his satisafaction for the favourable prospects for
materialising the objectives set. Mr Ouranios
Ioannides invited Mr Capralos to come in Cyprus
and watch the XIII Games of the Small States of
Europe. Finally they have sheduled official visits in
Greece and Cyprus in order to put in practice
specific actions for the common course that the
two NOCs will follow.
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Technical Commission Meeting in Nicosia

T

he Meetings of the Technical Commission and Heads
of Delegations of the XIII
Games of the Small States of Europe concluded successfully, on
Friday 3rd of April, in Nicosia with
a speech address by the President
of the Cyprus Olympic Committee,
Ouranios Ioannides and the presentation by the organisers of the
Technical Handbook.
“Our goal is to succeed in all aspects of the organisation of the
Games,” said Mr Ioannides, addressing the delegates at a joint
meeting of the Technical Commission with the Heads of Delegations
and the Organising Committee. “I
would like to especially thank for
their effort and congratulate our
General Advisor, Dinos Michailides,
and our General Coordinator, Olga
Piperidou.” “We shall have at our
guests’ disposal new and modern
sports facilities and will offer every assistance that might prove to
be essential for their pleasant stay
in Cyprus,” concluded the COC
President.
Ms Piperidou presented all activities of the organisation of the
Games to the delegates and announced the results of the morning
meeting of the Technical Commission. According to the Technical
Commission, the following events

are cancelled, due to lack of entries: In Athletics, the women’s
3000m Steeplechase, the women’s
Discus Throw and the women’s
Hammer Throw; in Rhythmic Gymnastics, the team event; in Judo,
the men’s +100kg, the women’s
-78kg and the women’s +78kg; in
Sailing, the Men’s and women’s
RS:X; and in Shooting, the women’s
skeet. Meanwhile, the delegates
who are visiting Cyprus inspected
the official hotels of the competition. Staurday’s schedule included
visits to all the venues in Nicosia
and Limassol.

General Coordinator,
Olga Piperidou

5

CY JOURNAL

International Association Of
Athletics Federations (IAAF)

XIII GSSE CYPRUS 2009

International
Basketball Federation (FIBA)

Fédération Internationale
de Volleyball (FIVB)

Technical Director: Antonis Georgallides

Technical Director: Neophytos Neophytides

Technical Director: Marios Kontos

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Venue: GSP National Athletics Stadium, Nicosia

Venue: “Eleftheria” Indoor Hall, Nicosia

Venue: Limassol Sailing Centre

Athletics is, in many ways, the embodiment of the For 36 years after basketball entered the Olympic
Olympic motto, “Citius, Altius, Fortius”, meaning faster, Games as a full medal sport for men, the question was
higher, stronger.
United States owned the game, and not just because it
was invented there.
jumping higher and throwing further than your
competitors. The ancient Games at Olympia began The Soviet Union took home the gold when they
simply with foot races, only occasionally complicated toppled the US team in a controversial 1972 game.
by dressing the runners in infantry armour or making
them carry soldiers’ shields. Today, athletics remains 1988, the sport opened to professionals. Once again,
one of the most popular Olympic sports. From the
100m dash to the 42,195km marathon, from the Barcelona in 1992, with a squad featuring some of the
hammer throw to the high jump, it contains many of world’s best-known athletes - Michael Jordan, Magic
the Olympic Games’ blue-ribbon events and many of Johnson and Larry Bird - the gold-medal winning US
“Dream Team” gave an exhibition of basketball at its
sixth during the recent FIBA World Championship in
road and combined events. The XIII Games of the 2002, the question will remain if the winning streak of
Small States of Europe CYPRUS2009 will include all US teams can prevail in future Olympic Games.
and Walks) nor combined events (decathlon and
heptathlon).
Track events include sprints (100m, 200m, 400m),
middle-distance running (800m, 1500m) and longdistance running (5000m, 10,000m), hurdling (100m
and 400m for women, 110m and 400m for men), relays
(4x100m and 4x400m) and the 3000m steeplechase.
Field events for both men and women include the
long jump, triple jump, high jump, pole vault, shot put,
javelin and discus (men’s event) hammer throw
(men’s event).
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such as the sand, the sun and the wind, Beach Volleyball
players must have outstanding ball skills and court
speed. Partners must be well matched or opponents
will win easy points by exploiting the weaker player.
Volleyball has now reached great heights of popularity
in the United States and Brazil, largely thanks to the
discipline of Beach Volleyball.
The Beach Volleyball phenomenon, although hugely
World Tour event just over ten years ago, to the
overwhelming spectator and television success of
‘Beach’ at the Atlanta 1996, Sydney 2000 and Athens
2004 Olympic Games, Beach Volleyball has opened up
Volleyball to a completely new market.
In beach volleyball, matches are played best of three

Women’s basketball hasn’t been quite such a one-sided
played to 15 points. A team must win a set by two
the gold medals have been divided between the US, points. There is no ceiling, so a set continues until one
the Soviet Union and, after the break-up of the Soviet of the teams gains a two-point advantage.
Union, the Commonwealth of Independent States.
After a bronze medal in Atlanta and a Silver medal in
Sydney, Australia may have their quest for the podium
as well as the traditional powerhouse Brazil.
Basketball is played in 4 periods of 10 minutes each
at the Olympic Games. Five-minute overtimes follow
if a game is tied. Both the Men’s and the Women’s
basketball tournament is played with 12 teams, except
the host country and the reigning World Champion
all teams have to qualify through a continental
championship a year in advance to the Olympics. A
three-point line, or arc, around the hoop allows three
points for baskets from beyond 6.25 metres and two
points from inside that distance.
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Fédération Internationale
de Gymnastique (FIG)

International
Judo Federation (IJF)

CY JOURNAL

Union Cycliste
Internationale (UCI)

Technical Director(MAG):Georgeos Georgiou
Technical Director(WAG): Stalo Thrasyvoulou

Technical Director: Phivos Christou

Technical Director: Evangelos Diamantides

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Wednesday 3 June 2009

Technical Director(Rhythmic):Ioulia Zachariou

Venue: “Lefkotheon” Indoor Hall, Nicosia

Venue: Machairas, 30km south of Nicosia

Technical Meeting(Artistic): Monday 1 June 2009
Technical Meeting(Rhythmic):Tuesday 4 June 2009

Judo means “the gentle way” in Japanese. Of course,
it is derived in part from jujitsu, the hand-to-hand been used as a form of transport. Originally, the front
combat technique of ancient samurai warriors, and wheel was much larger than the rear wheel, and the
everything is relative. While throwing opponents to the
The Fédération Internationale de Gymnastique (FIG)
to control and very dangerous. In 1885, J.K. Starley of
was formed on 23 July 1881 when representatives where submission holds allow choking an opponent England devised the more modern bike with a chain and
of the gymnastics associations of Belgium, France or breaking an arm.
gearing to allow the wheels to be of equal size. Although
and the Netherlands met in Liège. As a governing
bicycle races had been held on the old “penny farthings”,
body it is held in high esteem by both its member Developed by Dr Jigoro Kano in the 1880s, the sport the new bikes stimulated the growth of bicycle racing as
broke into the Olympic Games in 1964 at Tokyo. The a sport.
continents. In 1897, seventeen national associations host country could add one sport, and Japan chose
joined together to form the basis of the European judo. Four weight classes were established, and Cycling at the Olympics features four exciting disciplines:
Road, Track, Mountain Biking and bmx, although
Gymnastics Federation. However, when the USA was Japanese entries promptly won three.
CYPRUS2009 will only include the Mountain Bike event.
admitted in 1921, the Committee changed its name to
the Fédération Internationale de Gymnastique or FIG, However, in the fourth, the open class, a 1.98-metre
Mountain biking debuted at the at Atlanta Games in
as it is known today.
Dutchman named Anton Geesink defeated three-time 1996. The sport was about 40 years old then, if you
Japanese national champion Kaminaga Akio before
FIG comprises three Olympic disciplines: artistic, 15,000 people at Nippon Budokan Hall. And then he
down his bicycle, converted it and headed for the hills
rhythmic and trampoline.
beat him again. It followed victories earlier in the year in 1953. The sport was just 20 years old, though, if you
over other top Japanese opponents, deeply bruising
Each discipline is controlled by a Technical Committee the theory that a skilled judoka could defeat any
San Francisco.
made up of a Technical President and six members. opponent of any size.
The Technical Committees are responsible for the
The members of the Velo Club Mount Tamalpais
Men and women compete in seven weight classes generally receive the credit for establishing mountain
terms of the technical requirements for competition as each, and 400 judoka competed at the Sydney 2000
biking as a sport. They invented the Repack Downhill
race, held regularly between 1976 and 1979 just across
contests last four.
the famed Golden Gate Bridge from San Francisco.
The races attracted riders from near and far, and the
Judoka compete in a single-elimination tournament media soon followed. It was a cool sport, a fringe sport,
after being divided into two pools by a draw. An but 1990, it had turned into a truly professional sport,
unusual twist is that two bronze medals are awarded. complete with World Championships.
To determine them, all judoka who lose to one of the
Cross-country sees the riders riding over what is usually
elimination bracket within the same groups. The a very hilly, sometimes mountainous course, usually on
winner in each of those groups faces the runner-up of natural terrain. They may need to manoeuvre over trees,
branches, rocks and streams.
the opposite group in the matches for bronze.
Venue: “Spyros Kyprianou” Sports Centre, Limassol

Men race between 40 and 50 kilometres, and women
cover 30 to 40km. The exact distances are decided the

two hours and 15 minutes for the top man, two hours for
the top woman. The course is set so men complete six to
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International
Sailing Federation (ISAF)
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Fédération Internationale
de Natation (FINA)

International Shooting
Sports Federation (ISSF)

Technical Director: Totos Theodosiou

Technical Director: Petros Aresti

Technical Director: Petros Kyritsis

Technical Meeting: Tuesday 2 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Venue: Limassol Sailing Centre

Venue: Limassol Swimming Pool

Venue: Olympic Shooting Range, Nicosia

A means of transport since antiquity, the competitive The founding of the Fédération Internationale de
sport of sailing is a unique combination of athleticism, Natation (FINA) in 1908 was a pragmatic response to
skill and technology used to harness the power of the an increase in international sporting events, crowned
wind and waves.
1896, three swimming contests were held. However, no

Olympic history abounds with tales of athletes who
overcame crippling adversity to win gold medals, but
Karoly Takacs’ comeback may be the best. Takacs was
part of Hungary’s world-champion pistol-shooting
team in 1938 when an army grenade exploded in his

in 1900, although the race format and the classes of governed the swimming events.

become more accessible around the world. Olympic
racing is now conducted with boats categorised into
one-design classes based on similar weights and
measurements.

the same course area at the same time. The boats race
sailing angles: upwind, downwind and reaching.
Races are scheduled to last between 30 and 75 minutes
depending on the event. Scores are awarded according

The Olympic Games competitions prior to FINA had
included a variety of unusual events such as underwater
swimming (1900), 200m obstacle swimming (1900) and
plunge for distance (1904). Prior to the London Olympics,
where a 100m pool was used, the ocean (1896), the River
Seine (1900), and a little lake in St. Louis, USA (1904), had
been used as Olympic sites.
In order to unify the rules and create a forum for
international meetings, the leaders of the eight attending
countries (Germany, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,
Great Britain, Hungary and Sweden) met on 19 July 1908
at the Manchester Hotel, London, on the occasion of the
Games of the IV Olympiad, and resolved to form a worldwide swimming association.
Priority decisions or goals were clear: to standardise the
rules for swimming, diving and water polo; to obtain
control of world records and to maintain an up-to-date

of a ten-race opening series (15 for the 49er), from
which each boat can exclude one score. The ten boats
with the lowest accumulated scores at the end of the
opening series qualify for the Medal Race. In this race Olympic Games competitions for swimming, diving and
on a shorter course, the points scored are doubled and water polo.
added to the opening series’ scores to decide the top
Outstanding accomplishments in the last 40 years have
ten positions.
included the introduction of the World Championships

handed.
In a sport where the bullseye looks about the size of
the full stop at the end of this sentence, a sport where
shooters compete amid a cacophony of noise and still
achievement tests the imagination.
From just three shooting events at the 1896 Olympic
Games to 15 today, the sport has grown steadily.
In part this leap can be ascribed to advances in the
led to constant changes in the shooting competition.
But it can also be ascribed to the passion shooters
have for their sport.

and pistol events are held on shooting ranges with
competitors aiming at targets from distances of 10
metres, 25 metres and 50 metres. The shotgun events
see competitors shoot at clay targets propelled in

on sails and the crew names on the mainsail. The of synchronised swimming (1984), the Short Course
International Sailing Federation (ISAF) Racing Rules of World Swimming Championships (1993), advances in
Sailing are in force for all boats racing.
equipment; and the rapid development of the swimming in the 200m and 400m individual medley events.The 4 x
programme to include new events such as Masters and 100m freestyle, 4 x 200m freestyle and 4 x 100m medley
Open Water Swimming. The programme involves four relays complete the programme.
Each race has a maximum of eight swimmers. Preliminary
Freestyle races cover 50, 100, 200, 400, 800, 1500, 10 000
metres. The 800m is for women only, the 1500m for men
each cover 100 and 200 metres. All four strokes are used
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The International
Table Tennis Federation (ITTF)

International
Tennis Federation (ITF)
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Fédération Internationale
de Volleyball (FIVB)

Technical Director: Liza Constantinidou

Technical Director: Yiannos Hadjigeorgiou

Technical Director: Giorgos Doritis

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Technical Meeting: Monday 1 June 2009

Venue: “Evangelos Florakis” Multipurpose Hall, Nicosia

Venue: National Tennis Centre, Nicosia

Venue: University of Cyprus, Nicosia

Whatever name it assumes, table tennis has come
a long way since its introduction as a genteel, afterdinner alternative to lawn tennis in 1890s England.
Today, players compete for big money, wield hightech rackets and volley the ball at speeds up to 160
kilometres per hour. Table tennis has become the
world’s largest participation sport, with 40 million
competitive players worldwide and countless millions
playing recreationally.
The game, which debuted in the Olympic Games in
1988 at Seoul, began with cigar-box lids for rackets
and a carved champagne cork for a ball. Today, players
use specially developed rubber-coated wooden and
ball. Various rubber compounds and glues are applied
on the rackets to impart greater spin or speed. Indeed,
some glues are banned from Olympic competition they make the ball travel up to 30km/h faster.

When Irishman John Boland travelled to Athens for the Volleyball, like basketball, is a sport whose origin is
known almost to the day. Oddly enough, both sports
he would return home with the gold medal in tennis. were invented at the same college and within a few
But then, he had no idea he would compete either - he years of one another. Volleyball was invented in 1895
went as a spectator.
and a director of the YMCA at Holyoke, Massachusetts.
Times have changed dramatically for Olympic tennis The game was originally called “Mintonette”.
since then. Today’s Olympic tennis players include
Volleyball quickly spread around the world and
became more popular in other countries than in
money, at the Olympic Games they will bunk in the the United States. The Fédération Internationale de
Olympic Village and compete for nothing but a gold Volleyball (FIVB) was formed in 1946. The sport was
medal.
introduced to the Olympics in 1964 by the Japanese,
although it was never contested as a demonstration
Tennis was dropped from the Olympic programme after sport at the Olympics. No country has been truly
1924 amid turmoil over such issues as where to draw dominant in volleyball, although the Soviet Union has
the line between amateurism and professionalism, won the most medals. Originally the Japanese had the
and it didn’t return as a medal sport until 1988. Today, world’s best women players while the United States
Olympic competition includes men’s and women’s had the best men’s team in the world throughout the
singles and men’s and women’s doubles.
1980s.

As with most tournaments, Olympic tennis is a
Men’s and women’s singles and teams are the four knockout competition - one loss and you’re out. All
table-tennis events scheduled at the Olympic Games.

Volleyball has now reached great heights of popularity
in the United States and Brazil, largely thanks to the
discipline of Beach Volleyball.

In singles, the top 16 seeds proceed directly to the main
to 15 points. A team must win a set by two points.
round. A second 16 advance from that round. The
main draw is a single-elimination tournament. The

There is no ceiling, so a set continues until one of the
teams gains a two-point advantage. Previously, all

format is used for teams, but 32 teams are involved.
point winning advantage.
Table tennis has a strict code of conduct that penalises
unsporting behaviour, but that does not stop players
from engaging in psychological ploys to gain the upper
hand. Staring out opponents, and causing delays by
While the players are well-mannered, the names of
particular shots also reveal the game’s aggressive and
competitive nature - the Kill, the Hit and the Chop.
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Details of GSSE
Ceremonies Unveiled

D

etails (but not too much) of the
Opening and Closing Ceremonies
of the XIII Games of the Small
States of Europe CYPRUS 2009 were revealed today during a Press Conference
at Olympic House, here.
Mario Frangoulis, the world-renowned
Greek tenor, will be the highlight of the
Opening Ceremony, scheduled to start at
the GSP Sports Complex at 21:00 on
Monday 1 June 2009. Amongst others,
Frangoulis will perform a world premiere
of a composition by Canada’s David Foster which still remains a secret. “I cannot
reveal more, but it will be a hymn of hope
and love,” said Frangoulis at the Press
Conference.
Frangoulis will also perform the official
song of the Games, titled “Voyage to the
Horizon”, composed by Vassos Argyridis
on lyrics by Babis Anagiotos. The impressive song, recorded for the first time just
a day previously, was first played back
during the Press Conference.
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Kalli Hadjiiosef, president of the Ceremonies Committee of the XIII GSSE, presented the full concept of the Opening
and Closing Ceremonies. The Opening
Ceremony clearly based on forces of
Cyprus, will feature 1300 children, 300
folk dancers, a 100-member dance group
and a 300-member choir, backed by the
percussion performers of the 2004 Athens
Olympic Games.
Other aspects of the Opening Ceremony include the lighting of the altar with
a flame that will burn throughout the
Games, the entrance of the flag of the
Games, the oath of athletes and judges
and the official opening of the Games by
the President of the Republic, Dimitris
Christofias.
The Closing Ceremony, scheduled to
start at 20:30 at the GSP Sports Complex,
will feature Greek singer Glykeria, who will
perform popular Greek songs “for as long
as it takes,” according to Ms Hadjiiosef.
“I had already adopted Cyprus in my

Mario Frangoulis, the worldrenowned Greek tenor
heart and in my life,” said Mr Frangoulis
during the Press Conference. “But now I
feel that you all have adopted me. Our
performance at the Games will send a
message of peace, love and security for
all the children of the world.”
“Our friends from abroad will get to know
and our fellow Cypriots will get to relive
yesterday and today, while receiving a
glimpse into the Cyprus of tomorrow,” added the President of the Cyprus Olympic
Committee, Ouranios Ioannides. “They will
become ambassadors of our local, national
and supernational European civilisation and
of our visions--and, why not, our hopes.”
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Wisdom.
Community.
Fruitfulness and generosity.
Strength and dependability.
Peace and prosperity.
Stability.
Since 1899, the values
symbolized by the olive tree
have been the foundation
on which the Bank of Cyprus
has been built.

www.bankofcyprus.com
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Organising Committee of the XIII
Games of the Small States of Europe
Cyprus 2009
Cyprus Olympic Committee
Olympic House
21 Amphipoleos Street
CY-1687 NICOSIA
Tel.: +357 22 449880
Fax: +357 22 4498900
info@cyprus2009.org.cy
www.cyprus2009.org.cy
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