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The Cyprus men’s national volleyball team won their eleventh gold medal in the
history of the Games of the Small States of Europe. In the last and decisive game,
on Saturday (06/06), they beat Iceland 3-1 set and with four wins in four games
they took first place.
Andorra won the silver medal after easily beating San Marino 3-0 (25-22,
25-20, 25-16) while the bronze medal went to Iceland.
CYPRUS: Petrakidis 9, Savva, Pampakas, Apostolou 3, Papachristodoulou (libero),
Chrysostomou 7, Alexiou 10, Erackleous 5, Masias 2, Knezevic 14, Michael 4,
Kolas 7.
ICELAND: Gunnarson 10, Valsson 9, Bachorski 16, Thoroddsen 9, Hlodversson
13, Valdimarsson, Arnason (libero), Gudjonsson, Gudmundsson 1, Sigurjonsson,
Jonsson 1, Valdimarsson H. 8.

MEDALS TABLE
Rk Country
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1. Cyprus

59

47

33

139

2. Iceland

32

24

25

81

3. Luxembourg

26

17

19

62

4. Monaco

7

18

17

42

5. San Marino

4

9

16

29

6. Malta

3

5

13

21

7. Liechtenstein

2

4

12

18

8. Andorra

1

7

9

17
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Table tennis

Iceland and Luxemburg got the Golds
The favorites prevailed and secured the first places

C

onfirming the prognostics
that showed them as the favorites, Gudmundur Eggert
Stephensen and Xia Lian Ni
triumphed at the single’s table tennis
events, at the final day of the table tennis games, yesterday, Saturday, June 06,
at the multi-training hall “Evaggelos
Florakis” where all the medals were
awarded to the winners of all categories
(team, double and single).
At the 13th GSSE, the 27 years old
athlete from Iceland as well as the 46
years old athlete representing Luxemburg repeated their performance at Monaco, by securing the Gold Medals. During men’s final, Stephensen, who earlier
had won Marios Yiangou (Cyprus) by
3-2, prevailed over Dagi Wang (San Marino), who had won Simon Gerada (Mal-

ta) at the semi finals by 3-1.
Women’s final turned in to a national
matter for Luxemburg and Ni secured the
Gold medal against Simone Haan by 3-1.
That was the one and only set the winner

has lost throughout the event and on her
way to the top. During the semi finals the
two finalists prevailed against Yan Chimei
(San Marino) and Louiza Kourea (Cyprus),
who shared the bronze medal.

Women’s final turned in to a national matter for Luxemburg and Ni secured the
Gold medal against Simone Haan by 3-1. That was the one and only set the winner
has lost throughout the event and on her way to the top.

Fair play

T

he Fair Play awards of the XIII
Games of the Small States of
Europe were presented on Saturday, in the presence of World
and European Fair Play Movements representatives.
The European Fair Play Individual
Award was presented by the General
Secretary Yiannis Psilopoulos to Cyprus’
Athletics champion Andri Shialou. At 36
years of age, Shialou won two gold med-
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Shialou,
Stacchiotti and
Iceland receive
awards
als (women’s 400m and 400m hurdles) in
the XIII GSSE, ending her great career in
such a superb way. The European Fair
Play Team Award was presented to the
Women’s Volleyball team of Iceland, for
its behaviour and competitiveness
throughout the whole tournament. Finally, the World Fair Play Movement
award was presented by the President,
Jeno Kamuti, to the small nations’
‘Michael Phelps’, 17-year-old Rafael

Stacchiotti from Luxemburg. Stacchiotti
won seven gold medals in Men’s Swimming, setting high standards for years to
come with his extraordinary achievements in the pool. The President of the
XIII GSSE Organising Committee, Ouranios Ioannides, welcomed Mr Psilopoulos and Mr Kamuti in Cyprus and congratulated those who were awarded, as
well as all the athletes who “played fair”
throughout the Games.
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Sailing

Successful Games For Cypriot Sailors

T

he efforts of the Cypriot sailing
athletes at the XIII Games of
the Small States of Europe has
been deemed a total success by
the Cypriot federation officials. The impressive wins of Pavlos Kontides in the
laser event and Natasa Christodoulou in
the laser radial event earned Cyprus two
gold medals. The two Cypriot champions
once again showed their strength and
talent on the international stage and
much will be expected from them in the
future. Kontides had finished first in all
six races and Christodolou had three first
place finishes whilst she twice finished
second and once third.
There was also an encouraging performance from Maria Sarri who was leading in the optimist event but later fell
behind in the latter stages of the race to
finally finish with second place and the
silver medal.
Another highlight of the event was the
inclusion of Maria Solomonidou who at
just 13-years-old won the bronze medal

in the optimist event. It wasn’t just budding athletes getting the headlines but
also aging veterans like Elena IoannouPapazolglou who took the podium to also
take the bronze medal in the laser radial
event.
Eleni Kyriakidou came in fourth in the
optimist event with Grigoris Grigoriou
coming fourth in the men’s optimist
event. Fifth place was taken by Panagiota

Grigoriou in the laser radial.
The Technical Director of the Cyprus
Sailing Federation Totos Theodosiou expressed his satisfaction not only with the
performance of the Cypriot athletes but
also with the games as a whole. “Everything went like we expected and we
showed that Cypriots have huge potential
in many areas. Everyone ran like clockwork and we are totally satisfied.”

Another highlight of the event was the inclusion of Maria Solomonidou who at just
13-years-old won the bronze medal in the optimist event

Three nations on top
With Monaco triumphing in men’s
and Luxemburg in women’s category,
the three-day action at Judo in the XIII
Games for the Small States of Europe
came to an end. In the total standings,
Monaco, Luxemburg and Iceland were
the nations that prevailed, after winning
three gold medals each. In the total
tally, Monaco came in first with 10 medals while Cyprus and Lichtenstein took
home 7 medals each. Besides the fact
that Cyprus improved their record in the
Judo events, in comparison to the Monaco 2007 games, the Cypriot Federation’s people are not even close to be

happy for the total of medals they won.
In Monaco, Cyprus took home just one
gold medal (with Charalambos Aresti)
while in the XIII GSSE the host nation
took two gold (both in men). The disappointment was even bigger in the women’s events, since Cyprus took second to
last place with just two silver medals.
In the third and last game of the Judo
events, Monaco lost the chance to celebrate the first place in the gold medals
race, after losing both team event finals.
In men’s they lost 3-0 to Cyprus while
in women’s team event they lost to Luxemburg with 2-1.

Judo
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Last day
highlights
The European Fair Play
Team Award was presented to the Women’s Volleyball team of Iceland,
for its behaviour and
competitiveness throughout the whole tournament.
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The European Fair Play Individual Award was presented by the General Secretary Yiannis Psilopoulos
to Cyprus’ Athletics champion Andri Shialou. At 36
years of age, Shialou won two gold medals (women’s
400m and 400m hurdles) in the XIII GSSE, ending
her great career in such a superb way
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Cyprus secures first place
The Cyprus women’s national volleyball match 3-1 set and cheered their first
team is celebrating their 7th gold medal place medal.
in the history of the Games of the Small
The game was thrilling but at the end
States of Europe. After 1989 in Cyprus, the team with the best quality prevailed.
1991 in Andorra, 1995 in Lux- The was thrill- Cyprus coach Nikos Ioannou,
emburg, 1997 in Iceland, 2003
ing but at the following the game, said he
in Malta and 2007 in Monaco,
end the team was pleased for the gold medNikos Ioannou’s girls took first
al and thanked his players for
with the best the achievement.
place again, in the XIII GSSE.
quality preCyprus was the better team
Top player for Cyprus was
vailed
and they proved so in the final
Nina Chuda (23 points), while
game, against Iceland. The hosts needed Charalambous, Michael, Rialla and Arisnothing but a win to take gold and they tidou has a solid appearance.
succeeded. Cyprus played seriously
against a strong opponent, won the Sets: 25-17, 27-25, 22-25, 25-22.

TABLE

Team
1. Cyprus
2. San Marino
3. Iceland
4. Liechtenstein
5. Luxemburg

sets
12-3
10-4
7-7
4-11
4-12

pts
8
7
6
5
4

Cyprus: Michael (9), Charalambous (15), Chuda (23), Faouta (4), Milanovic
(7), Timochova (4), Aristidou (libero), Pavlou (6), Riala (5).
Iceland: I. Gunnarsdottir (9), Sigurdardottir (12), Vigfusdottir (17), Apostolova (14), Filipova (12), Bjorgolfsdottir (libero), Thorhallsdottir (4), Hallsdottir
(2), Α. Gunnarsdottir.
Iceland had to settle for the bronze medal, while San Marino took silver,
after beating Luxemburg 3-1 set earlier on Saturday.

Mandy Minella:
Just as predicted

Women’s tennis
8

M

andy Minella’s (Luxemburg)
outstanding performance at
the 13th GSSE was rewarded
yesterday after winning the Gold Medal.
Games’ No. 1 and No. 241 at world ranking, she prevailed at the women’s single’s
final yesterday over her compatriot,
Games’ No. 2 and No. 355 at world ranking, Claudine Schaul by 2-0 (6-3, 6-4). In
the presence of just a few spectators,
Minella was more ready and cool for the
final and especially the second set. During
the first set, the two athletes played
equally good with Minella breaking her
opponent’s service on the 7th game and
finally winning the set by 6-3. During the
second set, Schaul, who started more

dynamically, was ahead of score (after a
service brake) by 2-0 but Minella answered back (2-2). Schaul again went
ahead by (4-2) but in the final and most
critical point of the game she appeared
more tired than her opponent and as a
result, Minella turned the game around in
her favour and won the game and set, and
together the Gold Medal. In her way to
the finals, Mandy Minella won Cassar
(2nd round) by 6-0, 6-2 and Novac (3rd
round) by 6-2, 6-1. Schaul had won Gambarini (2nd round) by 6-3, 6-3 and Von
Deichmann (3rd round) by 6-3, 6-3. Minela secured her second Gold Medal at the
13th GSSE after securing last Friday the
First Place at Women’s Doubles.
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Back to the Top
Men’s basketball

Cyprus won Andorra and finished undefeated throughout the event

1985, 1995, 1997, 2001, 2003 and
2005. The golden rings of the chain of
success for the Basketball National Men
Team of Cyprus in the GSSE. Yesterday,
(06/06) another golden ring was added.
The team from Cyprus won that of
Andorra at the last game of
the 13th GSSE and finished
first in the event.
The superiority of the host
team was obvious, but still
the players had to prove it in
the floor, something they
have achieved during the 5
days the event was taking
place at the “Eleftheria”
Hall.
During the game with
Andorra, Cyprus was
constantly ahead in the score
and only at the 11th minute the score
went draw (19-19). From then on,
though, the Cyprus team played more
carefully and mature both in defense and
offence and there was no doubt about
the game’s outcome. The next time the
two teams’ points were the most close
again was at the beginning of the last

period when the score was 65-57. After
that point the “engine” of the Cypriot
athletes worked hard and fast!
The final sound of the horn gave the
signal and the two thousand spectators
(most of them youngsters) begun to
applaud and celebrate the
success of their country.
Ten minute periods:
17-19, 30-40, 51-63,
70-91.
The game was followed
by the award ceremony in
the presence of the
President of the Cyprus
Olympic Committee,
Ouranios Ioannides,
accompanied by George
Chrysostomou, President
of the Cyprus Basketball
Federation and member of COC.
Luxembourg won Iceland by 74-66
hduring the first match of the 5th day
(06/06) and finally ranked in the second
place.
Ten Minute Periods: 25-16, 33-31,
53-49, 74-66. Also yesterday, Malta
won San Marino by 76-61 and took the

fifth place.
Ten minute periods: 17-16, 33-40,
56-56, 76-61

The final sound of the horn
gave the signal and the two
thousand spectators (most of
them youngers) begun to applaud and celebrate the success of their country.
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Closing
Ceremony
XIII GSSE Journey comes to an end

The flame burning throughout the XIII
Games of the Small States of Europe has
gone out.
But it shall remaining burning forever in
the hearts of the thousands of people who
with their performances, competitiveness and
sportsmanship gave a little piece of their life
to the XIII competition and for the small nations with big hearts and souls.
Cyprus handed over the Games Flag to
Liechtenstein – the nation that will host the
XIV GSSE which may also see a debut from
Montenegro.
“We have enjoyed this journey, wishing in
many ways that it would never end, but we have
now reached the crossroad and a new journey
will now begin which will lead to Liechtenstein
in 2011,” said, the President of the Cyprus Olympic Committee (COC) Ouranios Ioannides during his farewell speech at the ceremony.
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